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NEWSLETTER

President's Letter

Announcements

Dear MKR Society Friends –
I would like to start by thanking every member of the Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings Society. After learning of the Society and the conferences,
I was unable to attend for several years due to scheduling problems, but from
my first conference (St. Augustine), the MKR Conference has been my
favorite. It is so refreshing to sit in a room, packed with people that have
passion for Rawlings’s work and a love for Cracker culture. The MKR
Conference has become my spring vacation destination.

The next Board of Trustees
meeting will be held on ???

As I reread Silverthorne’s biography of Rawlings, I was struck by the
passages about her father’s farm in northern Virginia and her grandparents’
farm in southeastern Michigan. I grew up in western Michigan, and memories of my grandparents’ farm in
Hopkins flooded—the misty mornings spent down at the creek building dams, muggy afternoons spent in the
barn building forts out of bales of hay, and cool evenings strolling down the lane listening to the birds calling
to each other. I can’t remember how many times I walked, hand in hand, with my grandmother to the
chicken coop to gather eggs or watched my grandfather as he milked his fifty jerseys. All children need a
farm to escape to and grandparents that take them along to do chores because work with grandma and
grandpa feels like play. We all need those homegrown meals, the beans and sweet corn next to the chicken
leg, grounding us to the earth we live upon. This is what help shaped Rawlings as she grew, and her love of
and respect for the land echoes through every word that she wrote.
I am honored to serve as president of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Society, and I look forward to
seeing all of you next spring!

—Steve Brahlek
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Sandra and Richard Bergmann:
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Janice Arinson recently had the pleasure of meeting Richard and
Sandra Bergmann, the current owners of 63 Park Street, New Canaan,
Connecticut. For those not familiar with the address, it is the one from
which Max Perkins composed his personal correspondences with
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and other lesser known literary personages
for whom he was the principal editor during his years at Scribner’s,
including F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and Thomas Wolfe.
The Bergmanns were delighted to learn of the Rawlings Society and
sent Janice several articles on the state of the Perkins homestead, which
was designated as Connecticut’s first “Literary Landmark” by the
Friends of Libraries U.S.A. (FOLUSA).
In an article from The New York Times, Ms. Bergmann
describes how she and her husband purchased the Greek Revival house,
Lifetime Honorary Trustees
which had served as a boardinghouse and private school before Perkins
lived there with his wife and five daughters, in 1973 when it was falling
J.T. "Jake" Glisson
Philip S. May, Jr.
apart. Louise Perkins remained in the house after Max’s death in 1947
Kevin McCarthy
until she died in a house fire “after falling asleep while smoking in bed”
Idella Parker
in 1965. The article goes on to explain how the oldest daughter, Bertie,
Rodger Tarr
divided the house into apartments before moving to Vermont.
Trustees Emeriti
The Bergmanns, who own an architectural firm, made the
decision
to purchase and renovate the home. Mr. Bergmann has served
Patricia Nassif Acton
as
chairman
of the New Canaan Historic District Commission for 24
Roy Hunt
Jake Jacoway
years and converted the home from its four apartments back to a single
Claire Koshar
family home while keeping the exterior of the house intact and
David Nolan
preserving bookcases that had been built by Max Perkins. The
Bergmanns welcome visitors who wish to admire the home of the great
Max Perkins when traveling through Connecticut.
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Sally Baskins Hooker at Fruitland Peninsula Historical Society
Sally Baskins Hooker, niece of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings presented a commemorative plate, donated
by past MRK Society President, Bill Jeter, to a local library following a program she presented to the
Fruitland Peninsula Historical Society this past February. The presentation of the plate by Hooker and
Walter Grampp, who represented the historical society, followed Hooker’s talk on her experiences
with Rawlings at her home near Marineland and at Cross Creek. Hooker and Grampp both serve on
the Board of Trustees for the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Society.
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