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NEWSLETTER

President's Letter
Dear MKR Society Friends –

Announcements

 31 Annual MKR Conference,
It’s been a busy year for the society with the completion of the
April 20-21, Lakeside Inn, Mt.
anniversary celebration of Cross Creek and Cross Creek Cookery,
Dora, FL
Jim Stephens’s recent adaption of The Pound Party into a play, and
the placement of a special marker on Buddy Bass’s grave in Elko,
Georgia, by members of the MKR Society to commemorate his
importance to Rawlings.
During this time, the Board of Trustees met in Mt. Dora to finalize our plans for this year’s
conference, which will be held at the beautiful Lakeside Inn on April 20-21. Mt. Dora is a picturesque
location for the conference with the hotel located adjacent to the lake and the historic downtown district with
plenty of shops and restaurants. The Board met again this past weekend at The Yearling Restaurant near the
MKR State Park. We voted to contribute a one-time donation to the Michael Gannon Memorial lecture series
at the University of Florida, a series focused on topics from Florida history. Margaret Harris shared an article
from the Tampa Bay Times on the 2018 Florida Folk Heritage Awards. One of the recipients, columnist Jeff
Klinkenberg, was quoted as being honored to be inducted alongside “artists, writers, musicians and Florida
culture advocates I’ve always admired, including Zora Neale Hurston, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Stetson
Kennedy. We were all blown away by the
new exhibit that Jim Stephens helped
install at The Yearling, called
Fodderwing’s Creeturs, which includes
everything but ol’ Slewfoot. Apparently,
Jim’s bear is not “tagged” and can
therefore not be displayed.
st

Lastly, anyone interested may meet
with the MKR Memorial Markers
Committee on February 10 at 2 pm at the
United Missionary Baptist Church in
Reddick, Florida, to participate in the
placing of a memorial marker on Idella
Parker’s grave.

Ashley Lear

Trustees in front of Fodderwing’s Creeturs exhibit at
The Yearling Restaurant (courtesy of Jim Stephens)
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In Memory of Buddy Bass
by Janice Arinson

Under a bright sun but with a wind that felt like it was coming right of
a glacier whipping around us, we gathered for the dedicating of Buddy's
Marker in the Elko, GA, cemetery Saturday afternoon, January 6. Claire
Koshar's talk to the family was excellent. Some of you will remember Ernest
"Buddy" Bass as the boy whom MKR took into her home for a week and
"treated as her own." Buddy, as he was known to MKR Society members,
would share stories of growing up in Cross Creek and knowing "Miz
Rawlin's."
Members of the Bass family had come over from South Carolina.
David Nolan had come over from St Augustine and Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dunn
from Fernandina. Claire and Elaine Bradbury had gone up to Elko from
Monteverdi on Friday to get the Marker set at the cemetery. They spent the
night in Perry which is just up the road from Elko. Pam Davis came up to
Gainesville on Friday to stay overnight with me. Roy Hunt hosted Anne
Pierce, Pam and I to drinks at his beautiful apartment and dinner at Oak
Hammock Friday evening. Pam and I drove up to Perry in time to have lunch
at the Swanson Inn in Perry before going back down to Elko for the Marker
ceremony. Donut holes and hot coffee were a welcome treat from Elaine and
Claire afterward. The Bass family would like any stories about Buddy that you
may have. [Send to ashley.lear@erau.edu.]
(left) Buddy’s son Mark and widow Nora Kay
Bass; (below) Buddy Bass grave marker from
the MKR Society
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Rodger Tarr

Trustees Emeriti
Patricia Nassif Acton
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Claire Koshar
David Nolan
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31st Annual MKR Conference
Lakeside Inn, Mount Dora, FL
April 20-21

Dana Ste. Claire is a former curator of history and a
professional archaeologist at the Museum of Arts and Sciences
in Daytona Beach. He is the author of Cracker: The Cracker
Culture in Florida History. He will be our keynote speaker on
Friday night, discussing his work on Cracker culture with a
focus on Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings.

Barbara Wingo, current president of the Friends of the
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Farm, Inc., will be our Saturday
luncheon speaker. Her talk, “Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings at
Home in Florida,” will focus on MKR’s design choices,
including decorative items purchased and used by MKR at her
homes and her clothing choices. These items serve as a mirror
of MKR’s tastes and those of her time.

Our excursion will be a boat tour from the
dock at the Lakeside Inn, an ideal way to
experience Lake Dora, the famed Dora
Canal, and Lake Eustis.

More News from Trustees and Members

Welcome to one of our newest trustees, Grady Johnson. Grady
Johnson is an oft-recycled product of the University of Florida,
having earned his AA, BA, and MA in Literature, then his DMD in
Dentistry there.. Like his late wife, Dr. Edna Saffy (whose doctoral
dissertation at UF was on Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings), he has been
an enthusiastic member of the MKR Society since the early
days, but has only recently been brought onto the Board, where he
hopes to be able to make a contribution to the ongoing workings of
the Society.

Welcome to our other newest trustee, Phil Jamieson of Mt. Vernon,
New Hampshire. Phil Jamieson's connection to MKR began with
tales from his favorite uncle who, when an architecture student at
UF, was a guest of MKR for dinner with two of his professors.
Later, Phil's father, a U.S. Navy surgeon, got hold of a first-edition
Cross Creek Cookery while serving aboard the USS Enterprise
during WWII and read it cover to cover, thereby beginning the long
Jamieson family fascination with homemade mango ice cream and
other delicious CCC recipes. After Colorado State University and a
career in software development and sales, Phil now heads a virtual
business-to-business proofreading company and operates, with his
wife, Madelyn, a daughter and her family, a hobby farm in
southern New Hampshire, producing pasture-raised heritage pork,
pastured chickens and turkeys, eggs, and skeins and skeins of yarn
from a dozen beautiful alpacas.

Mystery solved! Sally Baskin Hooker unearthed
this mysterious Honorary “Doctor of Storytelling”
diploma made out to her uncle, Norton Sanford
Baskin, in 1993 from the Tuskegee Institute and
signed by both George Washington Carver and
Booker T. Washington. How? Well, David Nolan
confessed to the crime with some help from family
members in response to Baskin’s insistence that he
earned his college degree at the Tuskegee Institute.
Sally is keeping the evidence!

Jim Stephens and the Cast from The Pound Party
an original adaptation of the scene from Cross Creek

If you missed this year’s Pound Party, check back next December for a revival of this beloved
performance. Jim expects all the Society members to be present and participating in next year’s big show.

After the play stop by The Yearling
Restaurant to view Jim’s Fodderwing’s
Creeturs display. Here is Jim with
Trustee Marsha Phelts describing his
work on the new exhibition.
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Upcoming Events






The Friends of MKR Farm in cooperation
with the Lightner Museum in St. Augustine
are sponsoring “Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
and St. Augustine” on February 1 at 6 pm
in the Lightner Museum in St. Augustine.
Anne Pierce will be leading a guided walk
of The Yearling Trail on February 24th,
reservations required. For more
information or to reserve a spot, contact the
MKR Farmhouse at 352-466-3672.
Carol Fiddia Laxton will speak about her
family’s friendship with MKR on March
3rd at 11am at the MKR State Park. You
don’t want to miss it!

To learn more about the society, visit our website, http://rawlingssociety.org/, or check out our Facebook page and
Yahoo Group.

Rawlings Society
PO Box 117005
Gainesville, FL 32611-7005

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP?
Please check your address label. The date
that you see on the label is the date your
dues are due. If your membership is
current, we thank you! Renewal card at:
http://rawlingssociety.org/

