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NEWSLETTER

President's Letter

Dear MKR Society Friends –
I wish all our members had been able to attend the 32nd annual MKR Society Conference
in Tarpon Springs, Florida. The weather was perfect, warm and sunny. The staff at the St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral was so welcoming and helpful. What a beautiful venue! The
Greek meals were a complete change from our usual fare. Excellent, informative speakers helped
us to learn about the area and Marjorie’s connections to it.
I loved David Nolan’s warm and humorous tribute to our beloved founder, Phil May, Jr.,
1925-2019. I first met Phil at a special membership breakfast event many years ago. I was very
nervous when he sat beside me and I learned who he was. But he soon impressed me with how
easy he was to talk with. What a warm, delightful, engaging, generous, and caring man! I was
totally smitten. Sadly, I only saw him a couple times over the last few years.
When I became President, we stayed in touch by phone. Phil was so pleased that I had
started a membership drive. He agreed that new members are our future. Phil was so
encouraging with my ideas for the society and its future. I enjoyed sharing my thoughts with him
and listening to his ideas and stories. He shall be missed.
The conference topics were varied and fun. At one point, we even held a spur-of-themoment live auction of some items from Dessie Smith’s home. All the attendees happily joined
in this activity. I can safely say, no one was bored at this conference. We had fun.
Everyone expressed delight at the banquet speaker, artist, Christopher Still and his topic,
“Painting Florida.” His paintings and knowledge were a highlight of the conference. I learned so
much about Florida history, plant, and animal life as he shared his work with us. Everyone is
hoping to see a future book from him. The tour through his art gallery the next day was a joy.
What a beautiful place!
The silent auction and raffle continue to be a favorite area for everyone to socialize and
talk about MKR and their own “MKR collection.” Reconnecting with old members and friends
and meeting new members is always a special treat for me. And this year, we enjoyed the benefit
of great time management. It was a relaxed and fun conference.
(cont’d on page 2)
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KR Officers

President’s Letter (cont’d)

President
Elaine Bradbury
Vice President
Darien Andreu
Secretary
Pam Davis
Treasurer
Anne Pierce
Exec. Director
Florence Turcotte

I know others will also be sharing their thoughts and photos
in this newsletter. We hope to see more of you next year for the
33rd MKR Society Conference in St. Augustine March 20 -21,
2020.
Sincerely,
Elaine Bradbury

Newsletter Editor
Ashley Lear

Lifetime Members
Elaine and David Bradbury
Mary Bridgman
Richard and Isabelle Brown
Patricia Ann Davis
David C. Drysdale
Roy Hunt
D. Clarke and William Jeter
Grady Johnson
Claire and Martin Koshar
Shirley Lucas
Gloria and Philip May, Jr.
Spence Perry
Syd Perry
Marsha and Michael Phelts
Anne Pierce
Dana Preu
Victoria Register-Freeman
Shirley and Pierre
Thompson
Lynn Weaver
Mrs. C.V. Whitney
Peter and Leonor Zies

Lifetime Honorary Trustees
J.T. "Jake" Glisson
Philip S. May, Jr.
Kevin McCarthy
Idella Parker
Rodger Tarr

Trustees Emeriti
Patricia Nassif Acton
Roy Hunt
Claire Koshar
David Nolan

The Here is Home: Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Cross Creek DVD may be
purchased for $20 from the Friends of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Farm, Inc., at a
Friends event at the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Historic State Park in Cross Creek.
Our next event is May 4 at 2:00 PM. We are presenting a play based upon the “The
Pound Party”, chapter 4, in Rawlings’ Cross Creek.Alternatively, you may send a
check payable to the Friends of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Farm, Inc., for
$20, $2 handling and $1.40 sales tax for a total of $23.40 to the follow address:
Friends of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Farm, Inc.
PO Box 337
Micanopy, FL 32667
Please allow a few weeks for delivery. Thank you so much for your interest.
Anne Pierce, Treasurer – (apredwater@aol.com)
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32nd Annual MKR Conference
Tarpon Springs, Florida
March 29-30

Thank you to Heather McPherson and Leslie Poole for planning this year’s conference and to the women
of Saint Nicholoas Cathedral for so graciously hosting us in Tarpon Springs. The tour of the cathedral was
incredible. Everyone is looking forward to next year’s conference in St. Augustine, Florida.

Bob Davis with Candace Boothe and
Margaret Harris. Candace and
Margaret presented with Kevin
McCarthy on his new book detailing
the life of Dessie Smith Prescott.
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Secondary School Award in Poetry
“Shadows”
Darkest shadows
trail behind like a chain,
Mistakes are the crushing weight
causing infinite pain,
Regret resides beneath the depths
of deep and hollow eyes,
Tormented by wrongs committed –
Persuasion and lies
Tall trees with surrounding leaves
loom overhead,
The world is cloaked in darkness
the mind filled with dread,
When stars ignite across the sky
to expel sudden fears,
Hope has banished all thoughts
that tortured the mind for years.
These stars appear each moment
a wrong has been made right,
Until all regret is repelled
by a warm blinding light,
No matter the strength of the crime
those forgiven finally know:
Light is found in everyone
Even those with a shadow.
by Abigail Smith, 8th grade
Tarpon Springs Middle School
Crisy Mathews, Instructor

Following her reading, Abigail explained the context for “Shadows”: “I first thought of this piece after
reading both the poem ‘Prize Jelly’ and the short story ‘The Friendship’ by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. As
I sat reading about the compelling stories both these works tell, my mind started to draw the two together.
In ‘Prize Jelly,’ Rawlings states that ‘Some folks need … a long, deep draught of sunshine.’ In other words,
everyone deserves to be happy. In ‘The Friendship,’ a young boy takes his friendship with a policeman for
granted and tries to use him to enact vengeance. When the policeman lets the boy, Robert, know he was
wrong, Robert wept for forgiveness. I was surprisingly touched by how the policeman was patient with
Robert instead of angry and chose to forgive him. Through these two factors, I realized, like the characters
in both Rawlings’ and my own writing, that those who right their wrongs deserve to be forgiven, even if
they carry remorse or ‘shadows.’”

PAGE 4

MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS SOCIETY

VOL XXXIII, NUMBER 4

Conference Proceedings

Friday Presentations: David Nolan, “A
Tribute to Phil May, Jr.,” Kevin McCarthy,
“The Greeks of Florida,” Leslie Poole &
Heather McPherson, “Charles Rawlings,
Sponge Divers, and the Origins of Greek
Salad,” Ann McCutchan, “Researching
Rawlings: A Surprise, A Conundrum, and a
Mystery Solved.”
Pictured to the left: Florence Turcotte
receives the Unsung Hero Award from
Kevin McCarthy at Friday’s Banquet.

Pictured to the right: Renowned artist, Christopher
Still, our banquet speaker.
Saturday Presentations: Courtney Knox, “Gender
Roles in Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings’s The
Yearling,” Shelley Stocksdale, “The Natural State
of Florida—Views Through Verse,” Kevin
McCarthy, Margaret Harris, & Candace Boothe,
“Dessie Smith Prescott: A Biography,” Florence
Turcotte, “Throwin’ Shade: Questions of Race in
The Secret River.”
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Conference Proceedings (cont’d)

Hannah Brown and Anna Hamilton were the featured luncheon speakers on Saturday, discussing their
work on “The Marjorie,” a website devoted to reclaiming #FloridaWoman on behalf of Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings, Marjory Stoneman Douglas, and Marjorie Harris Carr. Their inspirational presentation focused
on stoytelling, recognizing and addressing our own biases, what’s past is present, how past mistakes can
benefit the future, the necessiry of speaking up to move things forward, and envisioning your legacy. Check
out their website at http://themarjorie.org.

The Society paid tribute to Shirley Thompson’s
husband, Pierre Thompson, who passed away on
February 8, 2019. Shirley and Pierre were able to
travel around the world together. We are forever
grateful to Pierre for being such an important part
of Shirley’s life. Bon voyage, Pierre!
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Excerpted with Permission from University of Florida
Special & Area Studies Collection
On January 1, 1941, Rawlings wrote to Scribner a letter of thanks for the “forbidden liquor” in the form of
Mount Vernon rye whiskey and Herring cherry brandy. Why forbidden? The production of distilled spirits
was greatly restricted at the time, since many of the distilleries had to switch their production over to
industrial uses in order to support the war effort, and distribution across state lines was against the law.
(Even though the U.S. would not formally enter the war until after the Pearl Harbor in December of 1941,
the U.S. was assisting in the Allied effort by provisioning the fighting forces in Europe.)
No doubt, Rawlings was thrilled to acquire an alternative to her locally produced moonshine. As for the
brandy, she gushed: “I shall save it for next summer for Singapore slings for the chosen few. It is far too
good for the common people.”
Apparently, Scribner had also referenced her intention of providing Rawlings with some wood ducks to
raise for food. Rawlings wrote: “Are you trying to get me put in the jail house? I HAVE NO
MIGRATORY FOWL PERMIT”. It appears that Rawlings had been trapping or harvesting mallard ducks
in the wild and penning them in her yard in order to fatten them up for her dinner table. “I have been
keeping that fact from the all-seeing Uncle Sam, because when I want to eat a duck I raised myself, I don’t
want to have to report its demise to the Roosevelts… So if you insist on adding wood ducks to Cross
Creek”, Rawlings wrote, “bring them down some time in a suitcase and YOU run the risk. The liquor is
much more to the point.”
Apparently Rawlings ended up with her own breeding flock, since she bragged copiously about the
delectability of her roasted mallard in 1942’s Cross Creek Cookery. In any case, this letter from 1940 gives
us a glimpse of her wry sense of humor and her burgeoning pride in her culinary skills.
SUBMITTED BY FLORENCE M. TURCOTTE, LITERARY MANUSCRIPTS ARCHIVIST

Photograph of Julia Scribner (Bigham)

This item and more may be found at https://ufspecialcollections.wordpress.com
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Annual MKR Society Membership Prize
We are continuing our membership campaign to double our current membership. To win, please have your name
written on the bottom of the new members’ registration forms or let Anne Pierce know the names of your
referrals. Anne can provide extra forms to you!
The winner who registers the most new members will receive FREE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION for 2020.
Here are some ideas to solicit members:
• Encourage adult children to join;
• Give a gift of a reduced price student membership to children, grandchildren, or other students you know;
• Speak to neighbors and members of your community library or historical societies about joining;
• Local groups such as historical societies, book clubs, garden clubs, or libraries are always looking for
guest speakers. Our President tailors her talks around these groups to encourage membership. MKR
presents so many areas for discussion such as literary, cooking, gardening, history, travel, and wildlife.
Always offer some kind of incentive as a door prize, a MKR book, local honey, soap, plant for example.
This is always a big draw.
*Note: MKR Society Membership Year is from July 1-June 30. Consult the mailing label for your renewal date.
To learn more about the society, visit our website, http://rawlingssociety.org/, or check out our Facebook page and
Yahoo Group.

Rawlings Society
PO Box 117005
Gainesville, FL 32611-7005

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP?
Please check your address label. The date
that you see on the label is the date your
dues are due. If your membership is
current, we thank you! Renewal card at:
http://rawlingssociety.org/

